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A month later, two men from Fish Camp threw bags of dust onto the steps of Parliament House. 

They told the television reporters, ‘We live in the dust with no tap.’
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By GERALDINE GREEN

| Funds used for the
Arafura Games could
have been better spent on
building proper camps
with facilities, protesters
claimed yesterday.

Seven Aborigines returned
to a makeshift camp at Lee
Point they had been evicted
| from because there was “no-
where else for them to live”.

—

The  protesters  were
evicted from the camp by the
Government in July last year
after complaints of rubbish.

The group moved to Fish
Camp at Kulaluk.

Human rights activist Bill
Day said: “A fraction of the
funds used for the Arafura
Games ceremony on Satur-
day night could have been
used to install basic ameni-
ties such as toilets and run-
ning water at Fish Camp.”

Campers Billy Cooper, Len Stewart, Peppi Arriwarra and Tommy Yalmur at Lee Point yesterday

Campers return
to Lee Point site|

“These amenities can be
found at Lee Point.”

Camper Tommy Yalmur,
60, who lived at Lee Point for
four years, said campers
should not have borne the
brunt of the rubbish claims.

He said: “We've seen
Dpeople driving in with trailers
of rubbish all the time.”

A stay of eviction was
granted to the campers up to
February 11 after a com-
plaint was lodged by Bob

Bundawabi, 65, against the
Government  through _the
Anti-Discrimination  Com-
mission. But Mr Bunduwabi,
who lost both arms and legs
to leprosy, died in January,
effectively ending the stay.

Lands, Planning and En-
vironment Minister Mike
Reed said the group was told
Fish Camp was void of basic
amenities before they moved
there. He said squatting at
Lee Point was illegal.
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In memory of Gojok, more campers returned to Lee Point a week before the Arafura Sports Games. After 17 days, early one morning the NT Government sent a convoy of police vehicles to arrest the protesters on trespassing charges.
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After the raid, some of Gojok’s family were interviewed by the media at Lee Point.



